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PROCUREMENT What is farm to school?

Serving local products Farm to school enriches the connection
in school meals

communities have with fresh, healthy food
and local food producers by influencing food
purchasing and education practices at K-12
schools and preschools. Students gain access
to healthy, local foods as well as education
opportunities through such avenues as school
gardening, cooking lessons, and farm field
trips. Through community-driven approaches,
farm to school implementation differs by
location but always includes one or more of
the following core elements: procurement,
education, and school gardens.
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school gardens
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Farm to school not only connects kids with

locally grown food and food and nutrition

education, but it helps foster resilient food

systems. COVID-19 has highlighted the need for

farm to school to solve food supppy issues and
% support the local economy.
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Montana Harvest of the Month

Each month, participating sites focus on promoting
one locally grown item (e.g,, lentils) by serving it

in at least one meal or snack, offering taste tests,
conducting educational activities, and displaying or
distributing Harvest of the Month (HOM) materials.

Herbs were featured as the newest Harvest of the
Month item with Potatoes coming up next! Bison was
a popular topic featured in past HOM handouts. A
special team was formed to create the Buffalo materials
which include Native knowledge, cultural information,
and languages in order to be as inclusive as possible
when promoting it in our outreach to schools.
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Training + Resources

There are many ways to learn about farm to school and access
resources! Montana Farm to School hosts farm to school webinars
and in-person trainings as well as an archive of previous trainings
on the Montana Farm to School website.

Trainings in
2022-2023

This year, The Montana Farm to School Summit is being held in
conjunction with the MT School Nutrition Association conference.
This event, June 24 — 27, 2024, will include focus topics like Local
Procurement, School Gardens, and F2S Education in the classroom.
There will also be a focus on Local Producers at the Vendor show.

Hours of
events

SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH Celebrating Farm to
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MAKING MONTANA MARINARA

Montana Marinara is a new product developed
in partnership with Montana Office of

Public Instruction, Mission West Community
Development Partners, and Northwest Food
Hub. It enhances USDA Foods tomatoes with
local veggies and herbs to create a kid-friendly,
versatile, and affordable product. Schools
across Montana sampled the sauce with their
students in delicious meals from meatball subs
to manicotti and beyond!

Mission West Community Development Partners

GET INVOLVED + CONTACT
Website

Find resources and information at:
www.montana.edu/mtfarmtoschool

Contact Us

Jay Stagg, Montana Farm to School Coordinator
Montana Team Nutrition Program,
Montana State University

jay.stagg@montana.edu
(406) 994-5996
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