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Introduction and Purpose 
The  purpose  of th is policy is to  estab lish  the  crite ria  for the  award of honorary degrees to  
ind ividua ls. 

Policy 
Montana Sta te  University m ay award  an honorary degree  to  ind ividua ls who: 

• have  an  associa tion  with  MSU and/or the  Sta te  of Montana by virtue  of b irth , educa tion  or 
d irect con tribu tion to  the  well-be ing of the  sta te 's citizens. 

• have  d istingu ished  them se lves in  such  a  m anner, and  a t such  a  leve l, a s to  have  won 
recognition in  the ir respective  a reas of endeavor a t the  sta te , regiona l or na tiona l leve ls. 

• will re flect favorab ly on MSU, the  Montana  University System , and the  State  of Montana . 

Long tenure  in  a  position, persona l durab ility and  above  average  se rvice , while  p ra iseworthy do 
not equa te  with  m erit a s conce ived in  these  criteria . The  renown of the  cand ida tes shou ld  
re flect favorab ly on MSU and Montana . While  m ost honorary degrees a re  righ tfu lly conferred  in  
acknowledgm ent of a  fu ll and  d istingu ished  career, som e honorary degrees m ay a lso be  
conferred  on  d istingu ished  young ach ievers. 

Procedures 
Faculty and  any other in te rested  persons m ay nom ina te  qua lified  ind ividua ls for an honorary 
degree  by subm itting a  le tte r of nom ina tion and  supporting m ateria ls to the  Honorary Degree  
Com m ittee . 

For nom ina tions to rece ive  a  favorab le  review, supporting m ate ria ls m ay include  le tters of 
support from  na tiona lly or in te rna tiona lly known leaders in  the  a rea  of endeavor of the  
nom inee, from  MSU faculty and  studen ts, past and  presen t, and  from  citizens of Montana  who 
have  been im pacted  by the  nom inee . Additiona lly, docum enta tion  such  as p ress a rticles, 
p rofessiona l organ iza tion  honors, and  other m ate ria ls dem onstra ting the  cand ida te 's notorie ty 
usua lly accom pany nom ina tions. 



Nom ina tions for an  honorary doctora te  to be  awarded a t Spring com m encem ent m ust be  
rece ived  by Novem ber 10th , p reced ing the  com m encem ent da te  in  May. Nom ina tions for an  
honorary doctora te  to  be  awarded  a t Fa ll com m encem ent m ust be  rece ived  by April 10th , 
p reced ing the  com m encem ent da te  in  Decem ber. Curren t em ployees of the  Montana  
University System  are  not e ligib le  for th is honor. 

The  Honorary Degree  Com m ittee  reviews the nom ina tions and  provides a  list of poten tia l 
nom inees to  the  Presiden t. If approved  by the  Presiden t, the  nom inees a re  voted  on  by facu lty 
sena tors in  closed  session  during, or im m edia te ly p rior to , the  fina l week of academ ic 
instruction  of the  sem este r. The  nam es of honorary degree  candida tes will rem ain  confiden tia l 
un til approved  by the  Board  of Regen ts (see  be low). 

The  recom m endation is forwarded  to  the  Montana  Com m issioner of Higher Educa tion  and  the 
Montana Board  of Regents for u ltim ate  approva l. To protect the  privacy of nom inees, a ll 
pe rsons involved  in  the  p rocess m ust m ainta in  com ple te  confiden tia lity a t every step of the  
nom ina tion  and  approval p rocess. The  Presiden t will con tact the  successfu l nom inees afte r the  
Board of Regents has approved the ir se lection . 
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