Tip Sheet for

Making a Poster
Effective posters draw people into a conversation, and allow you to show off your work. Poster sessions can help you network by allowing you to meet other scientists. 

Tips for creating an effective poster

· The layout should be inviting, easy to read, and clean. Make sure you follow any size restrictions provided by the poster session organizers.

· Use PowerPoint as an easy-to-use and readily available software tool.

· Font should legible from 3-6 ft. Use a serif font text in body; sans-serif can be used for titles & headings.

· Text should be minimal. 

· Graphics and tables should be simple and clear.

· Color is a great way to highlight important items, but should NOT be overdone.
· Use a soft color background. You want your data to be the focus. 
· Make sure you edit, proofread, and get feedback from colleagues before finalizing your poster.
· Step into the shoes of the audience member–would you be attracted to your poster, and would you be interested in the topic/discussion?

Tips for presenting your poster

· Have a couple of short presentations prepared (dependent on audience knowledge) and practice, practice, practice. The presentation should cover the big picture or the most interesting points. Do not read your poster; do refer to graphics to illustrate your points.  

· What will you say to someone who understands your work

· What will you say to someone who doesn’t but would like to

· Arrive early for your poster session so you have time to set up and prep.
· Bring pushpins or other materials that you need to hang your poster, unless you are absolutely sure they will be provided (they are for this MSU session).

· Make sure your poster is hanging level and is neat. Do not leave things on the floor near you as it keeps people from coming close to read and discuss your work.

· Have a pen and pad ready for viewer comments, to jot down contact information, etc.

POSTER SPECIFICS
Poster Size

Your poster should be no more than 42 inches in height, and no more than 46 inches wide.  
Poster Printing

Many labs and departments have poster printing capability so check with you r mentor about this. If you don’t have a way to print your poster, contact Teresa Krause at teresa.krause@msu.montana.edu

Funding acknowledgments
Minimally, each student should acknowledge the grant funds that make the summer programs possible. These acknowledgements are listed on the bottom of the poster and may differ depending on additional funding you may have. 
Mentors may also want an additional particular grant acknowledged on your poster, if your project was part of an ongoing funded project in your mentor’s lab. Please ask your mentor if he or she would like this notation and work with Teresa on best placement/order of acknowledgments. For example: This research was also supported by NSF grant #1234567 to Dr. Frederick Jones. 

