adapted from Hughes SURP
Preparing Your Poster


Getting Started on your Poster

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gather background information about your research project

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Articulate why you are doing this research 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Draft your Introduction and Title 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pick your poster design template

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Place Title and Introduction on your PowerPoint poster file

Write out the answers to questions 1-4, then combine the sentences in that order to see your first draft Introduction. When you’ve completed the worksheet, transfer the information to your computer poster file. An example is given for each question – in this example, the student is researching mercury poisoning.
1. In two or three sentences, describe the problem that you are working on.


Example:  Mercury is a toxic element released into the environment by mineral mining, coal power plants and waste incineration. Mercury can end up in natural waters, where it collects in fish and in animals that eat fish. Mercury can contaminate drinking water, and mercury poisoning is a real concern for tribes that use fish as a staple food source. 
      
2. In one or two sentences, describe what group of people are impacted by this problem. 

Example: The Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin and Minnesota drink well water, and subsistence fish as part of their culture. Tests have shown that 36% of Chippewa tribe members have elevated mercury levels in their blood.
      
3. In one or two sentences, describe the project aim.

Example: Our research team tested mercury levels in fish that make up a large part of the diet of the Chippewa people in the Red Lake Nation. We also tested well water used by the tribe at the Red Lake Nation (Red Lake, Minnesota).
      
4. In one sentence, describe the goal of completing your research project.

Example: The goal of the testing was to determine if the high levels of mercury found in the Chippewa people is due to well water or eating contaminated fish.
     
5. TITLE: Now that you’ve introduced your research, write a title that describes it. The title should be a phrase or a sentence that specifically describes the experiment and is relatively short:

Example: Mercury Levels in Walleye and Well Water Consumed by the Chippewa in Red Lake Nation  

     
6.  Poster authors 

You’ll be the first author, since it’s your project and you’re doing the research. You should also list anyone in the lab or other partners who really helped you. And your mentor should be listed last. Write your poster authors here, be consistent with initials and formatting, and run this by your mentor to ensure that it’s correct.  (see title and author formatting on poster examples)  

7. Slide Design

You can use one of the templates, or design your own. If you design your own, you’ll need to be sure that you have all the necessary elements and that you have the correct size and resolution for printing.  
8. Create a first draft
If you are using one of the templates, don’t forget to save it to your hard drive before using it. And remember to save your poster often. Note that your first poster draft may be too wordy or you may have trouble filling the space. Both of these challenges are common; don’t worry about exactness right now, just start populating the page. We’ll work on finessing it after you you’re your mentor) have gotten much further along in the process.  

