Hughes SURP

Preparing your Poster


Discussion & Conclusions Worksheet
By July 31:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Update Results (if more work has been done on your research) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Draft Discussion

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Draft Conclusions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Complete Acknowledgments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Customize your poster colors or design
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Have someone inside and outside of your lab proofread your work
1. Results update


In this space, list the results that you actually have, or are expecting to add, on your poster. Be sure to also list the figure and table numbers for your data elements.



RESULT 





Figure Number


     
2. List what is important about each piece of data that you have listed above. 
What does each data element tell you? Why do you have this result shown in your poster, and what part of your “story” does this data element represent.  Jot down some ideas here, and talk to your mentor and other lab personnel about the best way to present your data. 

     
3. Draft your Discussion.
The Discussion talks about each of the figures in your result section. Using the list you created in step 1 above, write several sentences about what the data mean. Example: One goal of this project was to determine mercury levels in all the wells on the Reservation. Figure 1 shows that most wells did not have mercury contamination. However, three wells in the northern part of the Reservation did contain unacceptable levels of mercury
Be sure to discuss every figure that you have in the Results section!
     
4. Write your conclusions. 

This may be as simple as using your list from step 1 to create a “bullet” list of important points. Your conclusions should summarize the important things you learned from this project. Again, your mentor and other lab personnel will be able to help after you draft this. In addition, look at other posters in your lab area to see what those Conclusions include. 

     
5. Future Work
If you have included this section in your poster, describe in 3-5 sentences what kind of experiment would be done next. This is a good question to discuss with your mentor.


     
6. Acknowledgments
This section is very important because it allows you to thank those who helped you with your research this summer as well as those who funded your work. Your poster templates already have the funding acknowledgments on them, but you may want to add thank yous for others who helped you with the poster. Note: Persons already listed as authors on the poster do not need to be placed in the acknowledgment section. 

     
7. Proofreading
Before you wrap up your poster, make sure you have someone in your lab proofread it, and also ask a peer to do the same. Your lab person will catch anything about the research that may be in error, and the non-lab peer will be more likely to catch things that don’t make sense to an outsider. In addition, I (Martha) will proofread all posters. If I get it in time to talk my changes through with you, I will. If I don’t get it until the due date, I will have to just make the changes myself.   
FINAL PROOFED POSTERS ARE DUE TO MARTHA BY THE 28th (29th if you already had me proof it). 


